Chapter 7: Meanings of Words, Initials, and Phrases in Masonic Ritual
A.A.O.N.M.S. = Ancient Arabic Order Noble of the Mystic Shrine (Shriners/Shrine Brothers.)
A.D. = Anno Domini; Year of our Lord.

A.F. &A.M = Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.

A.F.M. = Ancient Free Masons.

A. L. = Masonic year. Between the creation of the world, according to sacred chronology, and the advent of Christ, 4000 years intervene. The Masonic era commences with the creation of the world Anno mundi or Masonicly expressed, Anno Lucas, year of light or year of the Lodge. Geneses 1:1.
Abif = a term of respect, “My father.”
Acacia = A hearty evergreen tree, sometime more like a bush, common to the Middle East but also found in other parts of the world.  It is the shittah wood spoken of in the Old Testament of the Holy Bible. In Freemasonry in particular, it is a symbol of immortality.

Accord = agreement, grant, concede, harmonize.

Adjourn = End a meeting.  However, Masonic Lodges do not adjourn; they are closed by the Master at his will and pleasure.

Affiliate/un-affiliate = (verb) affiliate means to join a lodge already as a Master Mason; (noun) one who has just became a member. Un-affiliate is one who has been made a Master Mason but no longer is in good standing (no current dues card) in a recognized Masonic Lodge.  

Allegory – parable, fable, myth, legend, and tradition correlate to the word allegory in many uses.  Usually they should not be taken literally, but the lessons intended are factual, but they are true in the best sense of the wording.  Our bible has many which brings question to the saying that the bible should be taken literally as written.  The Masonic rituals as well as the bible have message and meaning that must to be extracted from the wording. Or a literary style that uses symbols, characters or events to suggest or represent an abstract idea.
Anchor = a heavy device to hold a water vessel in place; hold or become held in place. In Freemasonry the anchor is a symbol of hope.
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Anchor and Ark = emblems of well grounded hope.

Archives = a secure or safe place; by Masonic tradition, the hollow of the pillars Boaz and Jachin supposedly used for safe storage of confidential documents.

Ancient Craft Masonry = the foundation degrees of all of Freemasonry which is the Blue Lodge, consisting of Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft and Master Mason; the foundation degrees of Masonry.

Androgynous degrees = Masonic affiliated groups which encompasses both men and women.

Anno Lucis (A.L.) = the year of light; used in Ancient Craft Masonry. To this we add 4000 to the A.D. (current Julian calendar date).

Arcane (pronounced ahr-keyn) = mysteriously secret, known or understood only by initiates, those with access. 

Archaic = from an earlier period of time. No longer in common use.  

Architecture = Building design, style of a structure; symbol of the foundation of Freemasonry which is a speculative science of an operative art. 

Archives = a secure or safe place; by some Masonic traditions it is said that the hollow pillars Boaz and Jachin were supposedly used to be used for safe storage of confidential documents. 

Arithmetic = a branch of mathematics that deals with computations, usually with real numbers;  the art or science of adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing; calculating.    

Art = skill, branch of learning, creation of things of beauty or works so produced, ingenuity. 

Ashlars = square cut stone for building.
Astronomy = the science of objects and matter beyond the earths atmosphere; the science that collects, studies, and explains facts about the heavenly bodies, including their sizes, positions, movements, and compositions.
Atheist = an irreligious libertine, one who denies the existence of a supreme being.

August (pronounced aw-gust, as in august command) = regal, majestic, imposing, grandiose command. 

38
Be holden – misspelled or defiled of ‘beholden’ meaning ‘indebted’ or obligated.

Cable-tow = From Hebrew kha ble tu, a pledge. A cable-tow may be a rope, string, ribbon, sash, wire cable, etcetera. In Freemasonry it is in some situations thought of as the umbilical cord. However its meanings change from degree to degree, eventually mingling with fraternal love.
Celestial = heavenly.

Chastity = `1) abstaining from all or unlawful sexual relations. 2) Demonstrating modesty or decency.    
Circumambulation = to walk around a point or object (i.e. the Masonic Altar) clockwise or by perceived direction of the light of the sun on the surface of the earth.  This practice in conducting of the candidate places his right hand, a sign of fidelity, nearest to the Three Great Lights of Masonry on which he will be required to obligate himself.  Also clockwise because we observe by our vision we perceive that the sun rises in the east, traverses by way of the south and sets in the west.  
Carve = cut or slice an image with care, cut into pieces or slices.  
Charity = love of mankind, generosity, relief.
Charter = Document of authority by which a lodge is legally created and works; a warrant or constitution from a recognized Grand Lodge.
Circumambulation = an act of walking around (usually an Altar of sorts) clockwise as the sun, in the eyes of mankind, appears to rotate from the east via the south to the west.

Clandestine = an irregular or illegally made Mason or Masonic Lodge. 
Conceal = hide, protect, keep in confidence.

Consecrate = induct into, declare sacred, or solemn and sacred devotion.

Constituted = established, be all or a basic part of.

Compasses = Symbol of restraint; of the principal tenets of the Order; of skill and knowledge, since without their use a square cannot be erected and without a square a temple cannot be built.
Cowan = an un-instructed Mason, attempting to pass as the enlightened. A pretender.

Cubit = Ancient meaning, an arms length from the elbow to the tip of the middle finger; modern meaning is based on 18 English inches. 
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Cut = penetrate or divide.

Darkness = Lacking of knowledge; a symbol of ignorance.
Defraud = cheat.

Demit = to withdraw in good standing from a lodge; a document of withdrawal.
Diadem = crown or head band commonly worn by officials or other dignified men, commonly adorned with precious stones or other meaningful items.  

Divest = to deprive, remove or take away one’s possessions.

Dotage = the age or state of senility. 

Due Guard = Symbol of obligation and oath.  We find two probable definitions; 1) from the French, “Dieu garde” meaning God guard me, or you.  2) From Mackey, “to duly guard against”. 
East = In the Masonic ritual the East represents the source light; knowledge.
Eavesdropper = one who attempts to ascertain the esoteric knowledge of Freemasonry without having been acceptance into the brotherhood.
Edict = A decree issued by a sovereign or other authority; an authoritative proclamation or command; declare or proclaim.
Edifice = a building, especially a large or impressive one. 
Enfranchised = set free, grant freedom.

Engrave = cut into a surface.

Enlightenment or light = knowledge.

Equivocation = misleading or deceiving language.

Esoteric = mysterious or secret; commonly not written; only for the initiated.
Etch = make a mark or sign by burning, such as by use of hot iron or a type of acid.

Examination = inspect closely, question.
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Exoteric = written, not secret; as opposed to esoteric which is protected confidential matters.
F. & A.M. or F.A.A.M. = Free and Accepted Masons.

Fool = One not of sound mind; feeble minded or foolish; stupid person; jester.
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Furthermore = in addition.

Freeborn = not under bondage, having reasonable liberty or freedoms of movement or travel, independent of binding or control.

Freemason = A speculative Masonry of modern times; or as it was during the times of high demand for skilled operative mason, these artists were free to travel and work.

Freewill = voluntary choice or personal decision. 

G.A.O.T.U. = Great (Grand) Architect (Artificer) Of the Universe.
Gauge = One of the working tools of the Entered Apprentice Mason.

Gavel = an emblem of authority; or a working tool.

Geometry = the branches of mathematics that studies solid objects, surfaces, lines, points and angles.

Grammar = the study that deals with the facts about classes of words, their relation to each other, and their use in sentences; the manner of speaking or writing considered with reference to the rules of grammar, as in making subjects and predicates agree in person and number, as, to pay careful attention to one’s grammar; a book about grammar, as, a sixth grade grammar.    
Guttural = throat; sounding in the throat with the vocal cord.

H.A. = Hiram Abif. The name ‘Hiram’ is found several times in the Bible, but not Abif.
Hack = cut with repeated irregular blows.

Hail = acknowledge, greet, praise, salute, call; precipitation in small lumps of ice coming down like rain. 

Hale = hearty, well.
Heal = to make regular an irregularly made Mason.
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Hecatomb = 100 head of livestock.

Hele = from old Anglo-Saxon meaning to cover or conceal. 
Hew = cut into a shape.

Hieoglygriphically = Symbols that are difficult to decipher.

Holden = (As in beholden) “and will maintain and support the constitution and edicts of the Grand Lodge under which the same may be holden”.  This is an old Anglo-Saxon word meaning “held”, under which I may be held.
Hoodwink = A symbol of secrecy, denial of sight. Usually a candidate is fitted with a blindfold or other safe and acceptable type of cover to prevent vision. Temporary
Depriving one of sight; of the candidate it symbolizes present darkness, or lack of knowledge, which soon to hopefully be replaced with light, or rather Masonic knowledge.
Immovable = stationary, unyielding.
Impious (imp-i-us) = lacking of due respect; profane.

Inculcate = to be taught.  Implanting of ideas by repeated admonition; teach persistently.

Indented tessel = Ornamental border which surrounds a mosaic pattern.

Indite = indent, put into writing.

Ineffable = not to be spoken of because of its sacredness. Unutterable.

Initiation = symbol of beginning.
Jachin = When the name is syllabified, Jah is the name of Jehovah, Iachin means to establish, the two linked together means With God’s help to establish.  

J.S. & S.S. = Junior Steward and Senior Steward.

Jacob’s ladder = symbol of progress; the first three rounds are representative of faith, hope and charity.

J.W. & S.W. = Junior Warden and Senior Warden. 
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Justice = administration of conduct; reward, punishment, daily dealings by what is right and just.

K.S. = King Solomon.
Lambskin = Symbol of innocents and the badge of a Mason. 

Landmarks of Masonry = Ancient usages of customs and laws, which are of written and unwritten Masonic customs, not to be changed, so as to maintain the ancient character and integrity of Freemasonry. It indicates boundaries of personal conduct as well as land.
Letter = identify with alphabet, character, or symbols; written or printed communication; literature or learning, plural in this sense; literal meaning.

Level = Symbol of fraternal equality among the brotherhood of man under the fatherhood of God.

Libertine = free thinker, not religious, lecherous; a symbol of a man with mind and beliefs making him unfit to be a Freemason.

Light or enlightenment = knowledge.
Lilly work = Emblem of peace.

Lion of the Tribe of Judah = A symbol of strength and power; the Supreme existence.
Lodge = place of meeting; assembly of Fraternal Brothers.

Lodge of St. John = the traditional or symbolic Mother Lodge at Jerusalem which is dedicated to St. John Baptist and St. John the Evangelist, the two patron saints of Freemasonry.
Logic = the science that deals with the rules and tests of sound thinking and proof by reasoning; reasoning, as, There was no logic in that remark; connection, as of facts or events, in a way that seems reasonable, as, the logic of a situation.       

Madman = lunatic.

Manuel = involving hands; an emblem of force
Mason = From Mediaeval Latin Maconner, to build; a builder. 
M.W. = Most Worshipful. 
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M.O.V.P.E.R. = Mystic Order Veiled Prophets of the Enchanted Realm (Grotto).

Mental reservation = condition of the mind.
Middle Chamber = Place of truth; perfect knowledge of the G.A.O.T.U.

Mosaic pavement = checkered black and white; a symbol of good and evil. 

Music = the art of combining tones that are pleasing, expressive, or intelligible; compositions made according to the rules of this art; the scores of such a  composition, as, Did you bring your music?; sounds that have the rhythm, harmony, and melody; something that gives the effect of music, as, the music of a babbling brook.     
Mystic Tie = that sacred and inviolable bond which unites men of the most discordant opinions into one band of brothers, which gives but one language to men of all nations and one that altar to men of all religions, is properly, from the mysterious influence it exerts, dominated by the mystic tie; and Freemasons, because they alone are under its influence, or enjoy its benefits, are called “Brethren of the Mystic Tie.” 
Nonage = under the legal age; a place of darkness, a symbol of ignorance. 
North = In Masonry it is a symbol of darkness, ignorance.  In one of our degrees one point of the compasses is depressed.  That point should be the one that is northernmost, representing still a lack in enlightenment.  In our Masonic lives we will always have one point still depressed because we will never become fully enlightened in this life on earth.

Oath = solemn appeal to one’s concept of a supreme deity as true intent, (So help me God). 

Ob. = Obligation = act of promise, binding agreement.
O.E.S. = Order of the Eastern Star.

Paint = color or portray; apply color or paint; mixture of pigment and liquid.

Parts = units of what constitutes a whole.

Pectoral = the chest, containing the vital organs such as the heart, lungs, and etcetera.

Perfect ashlar = a stone unfinished for the builders use according to the Master’s plan.

Petal = foot or feet; device for advance or retreat.
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Points = individual often essential details; purpose; particular places, times, or stages; sharp end; dot or period; projecting piece of land; division of the compass; unit of counting.
Print = mark made by pressure; printed state or form; printed matter; copy made by printing; produce impressions; write in letters.

Profane = In Masonry this word isn’t use in the literal term for blasphemous.  We use it as a means of identifying one who has not been initiated into Freemasonry, deriving from “Pro”, without and “fanum”, a temple, one accepted as a part in a temple or lodge.

Refractory = obstinate, stubborn.

Rhetoric = the art of speaking or writing effectively, especially, the art of writing.  

Rough ashlar = Rough cut stones from the quarries.

R.W. = Right Worshipful.

S.S. = Sanctum Sanctorum.

Secret evasion = act of hiding or distracting from information.

Signs = Means of recognition; sign; symbols of conscious recognition and respect for taken obligations.

So mote it be = ‘Mote’ is an old Anglo-Saxon word meaning ‘may,’ therefore the phrase translates to “So may it be”.

Steadfast = faithful or determined.
Strict = disallowing evasion or escape, accurate, precise.

Subdue = control, hold back; circumscribe passions in due bounds.
Superflereous = excessive or unnecessary material or matter.
Symbol = a sensible image used to express our occult but analogical signification; something that represents or suggest another thing; symbolize.
Terrestrial = of the earth.

Tessellated = checkered by mosaic design 
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Tile and Tyler = A tile, depending of make and style may be used as flooring, wall coverings, or roofing.  Tyle is securing, guarding, to cover from intrusion.
Token = Symbol of posture, a gift, memorial or reminder of a promise, a binding agreement, mode of recognition.
Tiler = a tile roofer; in Freemasonry it is a Tyler which is the Lodge’s outer guard.

Trial = try for truth, test, source of vexation, arrogance.

Trowel = Symbol of brotherly love between Freemasons; mode of recognition; visual sign of a covenant. 
Truth = a divine attribute and the foundation of every virtue; factual.

U.D. = Under Dispensation.

V.S.L. = Volume of Sacred Law; Sacred Book on the Masonic Altar.

Vale = A valley or low place. 

Veiled allegory = Synonymous with parable. Saying one thing that represents another.
Vicissitude = irregular, unexpected, surprising change.

Violate = Act with disrespect or disregard of one’s will which if by the act of sex would constitute rape.  
Vouchsafe = grant, provide.
W.M. = Worshipful Master. Title of honor and respect.
Waterfall & Waterford = Waterfall = a symbol of plenty. A Waterford = a low water level suitable for crossing (wading through) a river, creek or stream.
Whethersoever = to whatever place. 

Wine = Element of consecration. Refreshing food type of drink (within limited reason)        fermented juices of the grape or other such fruit.   
Wrought = fashioned, formed, ornamented or excited.                                                          
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